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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 5, 7-15, 17, 18, 21-14, 28, 30-39, 41-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Wolf (US 20050101387). Wolf discloses a device for playing a bingo game. 
Wolf also discloses: 

Regarding claims 1 and 24, a plurality of player stations, each player station being 
operable by a respective player to place a wager on a turn of a game of bingo (Paragraph 11, 
Figure 20); a random event generator activatable to generate a number of random events upon 
which an outcome of the game of bingo is based (Paragraph 1 1), the outcome being either an 
unfavorable outcome in which the player forfeits the wager, and at least one favorable outcome 
in which the player wins a corresponding prize (Paragraph 1 1); display means associated with 
each respective player station, the display means being instructable by the player station to the 
respective player (Paragraph 11, Figure 20), a) a simulation of the turn of the game of bingo, b) a 
simulation of a turn of an entertainment game having an outcome that is unfavorable when the 
outcome of the turn of the game of bingo is an unfavorable outcome, and a favorable outcome 
when the outcome of the game of bingo is a favorable outcome, causing the player to win the 
same corresponding prize as the game of bingo (Paragraph 21), c) a simulation of a turn of a 
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multistage bonus game, the simulation of the multistage bonus game being randomly activatable 
whenever the entertainment game has a favorable outcome to cause the player to win the same 
corresponding prize as the entertainment game (Paragraph 50, 60). 

Regarding claims 5 and 28, in which the display means displays only one of the 
simulations of the entertainment game and the multistage bonus game at any instant (Figure 3 A). 

Regarding claims 7 and 30, in which the random event generator is executable in a 
gaming server remote from the plurality of player stations, the gaming server being 
communicable with each one of the plurality of remote player stations by means of a 
communication network (Pargraph 11, Figure 19). 

Regarding claim 8, in which the entertainment game is a game of video slots (Paragraph 

49). 

Regarding claims 9 and 31, in which the game of bingo has 75 uniquely numbered balls 
and a random event generated by the random event generator corresponds to the drawing at 
random of one of the 75 uniquely numbered balls (Paragraph 52). 

Regarding claims 10 and 32, in which a player bingo card associated with the game of 
bingo has 25 positions thereon arranged in a 5 by 5 grid, each grid position being numbered with 
a respective random number from 1 to 75 (Figure 4). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 33, in which one favorable outcome of the game of bingo 
corresponds to a game ending pattern causing the turn of the game of bingo to terminate, the 
game ending pattern arising when all the numbers on at least one player bingo card match the 
numbers drawn by the random event generator (Paragraph 3). 
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Regarding claims 12 and 34, in which the game of bingo has a plurality of further 
favorable outcomes, each one for the plurality of further favorable outcomes arising when all the 
numbers in a predetermined pattern on at least one player bingo card match the numbers drawn 
by the random event generator (Paragraph 5). 

Regarding claims 13 and 35, in which the random event generator draws at random a first 
set of 24 of the 75 balls and transmits data corresponding to the first set of 24 balls to each one of 
the player stations (Paragraph 8). 

Regarding claims 14 and 36, in which each one of the player stations activates a prize 
claiming means operable by the player to claim any favorable outcome arising from the first set 
of 24 balls (Paragraphs 5, 8). 

Regarding claim 15, in which the prize claiming means is any one of a pushbutton on the 
player terminal or an activatable icon on the display means (Paragraph 153). 

Regarding claims 17 and 37, in which the random event generator draws at random 
further balls one at a time, and in which the gaming server checks for the occurrence of a game 
ending pattern on any of the player bingo cards after the drawing of each ball (Paragraph 8). 

Regarding claims 18 and 38, in which the gaming server transmits data corresponding to 
all the drawn balls necessary for the occurrence of the game ending pattern to each one of the 
player stations if the game ending pattern is not the last possible game ending pattern in the turn 
of the game of bingo (Paragraph 5, Figure 19). 

Regarding claims 21 and 41, in which the random event generator draws all the 
remaining balls if the game ending pattern is the last possible game ending pattern in the turn of 
the game of bingo, and the gaming server transmits data corresponding to all the drawn balls 
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necessary for the occurrence of the last game ending pattern and the remaining balls to each one 
of the player stations (Paragraph 5, Figure 19). 

Regarding claims 22 and 42, in which each one of the player stations activates the prize 
claiming means operable by a player to claim a favorable outcome arising from the occurrence of 
the last possible game ending pattern, and in which the gaming server terminates the turn of the 
game of bingo if a player claims the favorable outcome (Paragraph 5, Figure 19). 

Regarding claims 23 and 43, in which the prize claiming means remains activated until a 
player claims the favorable outcome (Paragraph 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-4, 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wolf 
(US 20050101387), and further in view of Beaulieu et al (US 200302361 10). Wolf discloses all 
the elements as previously claimed but lacks disclosing terminating a game after a randomly 
selectable number of sequential stages of the bonus game. Beaulieu teaches terminating a game 
after a randomly selectable number of sequential stages of the bonus game (Paragraph 69, 71). 
Wolf and Beaulieu are analogous art because they both teach similar bingo games. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine both Wolf and Beaulieu because one would 
be motivated to provide a game that provides a random number of sequential bonus stages to 
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increase player excitement and therefore draw the player to play even more. All the claimed 
elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have provided a method for 
providing player identification by known methods with no change in their respective functions, 
and the combination would have yielded predictable results. 

5. Regarding claim 6, 29, Wolf discloses all the elements as previously claimed but lacks 
disclosing a secondary display means. Beaulieu teaches a secondary display means ( 
Paragraph 166). Wolf and Beaulieu are analogous art because they both teach similar bingo 
games. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine both Wolf and Beaulieu 
because one would be motivated to easily view the bingo game so as not to confuse the player. 
All the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in the art could have 
provided a method for providing player identification by known methods with no change in their 
respective functions, and the combination would have yielded predictable results. 

6. Claims 16, 19, 20 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wolf (US 20050101387), and further in view of Lind et al (US 20040152508). Wolf discloses all 
the elements as previously claimed but lacks disclosing claiming a prize in a predetermined 
period of time. Lind teaches claiming a prize in a predetermined period of time (Paragraph 41). 
Wolf and Lind are analogous art because they both teach similar bingo games. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine both Wolf and Lind because one would be 
motivated to allow the gaming establishment to keep the winnings that the player failed to claim 
thereby minimizing the establishment's losses. All the claimed elements were known in the prior 
art and one skilled in the art could have provided a method for providing player identification by 
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known methods with no change in their respective functions, and the combination would have 
yielded predictable results. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Marks et al (US 7402102), Boyd et al (US 20040166920). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELDRED I. LOPEZ whose telephone number is (571)270-3771. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on (571) 272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Eldred Lopez/ 
Patent Examiner 
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